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Dcar LIS. Dortcli: 

The American Association of People with Disabilities (.-\APD) appreciates tlie 
opporttinir) to submit comments to the FCC as i t  considers reConning the contribution 
niethodology [or t l ie  t t i i i \ersdI sewice fund (LSF) .  .As the largest national nonprotit 
ci-oss-disability member organizarion in the United States, A.4PD urges the Commission 
lo consider tlic potential deti.imznta1 impact of proposed changes on low-income and 
fiyed-incoine coiisumers, many of whoni are people w i t h  disabilities. 

As .4iiict-icniis \vir11 disabilities often live on tixed or liiuited incomes and are more 
I i k f ly  to be tincmployed [hati Ainericans without disabilities, we are parlictilarly 
conceriied \\ itli t i le  proposal to sbvitch from a reienrie-based funding mechanism to a 
coiiiicction-bxtx one. h ' e  h e l i e i e  that a conneetiowbased universal sen ice fee would 
t t n l j i r l y  burden lo\v-income and loi\-i.oliuiie (hose who make few calls) customers - 
diose i i irended IO  henetit froni ths universal service goals. Under this niethodology; 
customers who make feu  intwstak calls would be assessed the same as customers. 
inc luding businesses, who make inany interstate calls. In other words, low-voltinie and 
primarily residcntial customers would bear the same universal serx,ice fund contribution 
iis a high-ioliims i.esidentia1 or business customer. 

In addirioii. are concerned about IIOLV this proposed funding mechanism will 
impact users of  prepaid  \\ ii.cless sen ices. Wireless phones can offer consumers the 
bcnehts of said?. sectti-ity and convenience. However because many people with 
disabilities li\e on liniited or t i led incoines, they are often unable to qualify for or afford 
crll plione sewice. Pre-paid wirelcss sznjices provide a11 option for those \tho want but 
couldn't  o t h m \  isc afford cell phone service. Changing [he USF inechaiiism From 
revenue-based to coniiectiuii-b:rsed \vould sisniticaiitly increase the cost of prepaid 
\\ ircIess coinp:iiiies' USF cuntribtitions \vhicli \vould force companies to increase tlie 
iisrige charges for such sen ices .  LVe urge the Coiniiiission to enstlrc that any cllaligss to 
thc USF mechanism do riot inadvertently m i s e  rhe cost ofpre-paid wireless s e n i c e  to the 
i l c t ~ t n ~ ~ n t  ol ' t l iojc W I I U  need i t  the iiiost. 
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Lniversal servict. IS  very important to people with disabilities. It  helps ensure the 
drli\,ery o t  nffordable and accessible telecommunications services to all Americans, 
including peoplz w i h  disabilities in higli-cost areas and on limited incomes, schools, 
libraries and mrJ1 health providers. AAPD urges the FCC to retain the current system of 
assessing universd sen ice conrnbutions based on intersrate revenues and to ensure that 
any niodilications to thiit system do not inadvertently h a m  the very population iiniversal 
service is intended io help. 

Sincertly. 

Andreic J .  Imparato 
President and CEO 
.-\mericac ,Association of Pcople wi th  Disabilities 


